
WOODY’S WORLD 
Crofton Woods  

Elementary School 
 

410-721-1054 / 410-222-5805 

School Website 

School Hours:   
9:05AM — 3:30PM 

Vision Statement 
 

Crofton Woods 

Elementary is a 

respectful, responsible 

community providing 

engaging experiences 

and inspiring 

tomorrow’s leaders to 

discover, integrate, and 

grow. 

 

 

 

 

Crofton Woods Elementary Newsletter School Year 19-20          October 2019  

On a Good Day 

 Last month it was my privilege to hear a message to AACo principals from Mrs. 

Michele Gay, mother, educator, and co-founder of Safe and Sound Schools. She 

chose to take action after losing her daughter Josephine Grace on December 14, 

2012 in Newtown Connecticut. Since that time, Michele has channeled her work as 

an advocate, improving safety and security in schools and communities across our 

country.  Her message was simple and that was a challenge to us to think about 

safety and security “on a good day” when there are no issues and we can evaluate 

how to best keep our boys and girls safe.   It was a moving message that resonated 

loudly and clearly with all who heard her. 

 I tell our students all the time that Mrs. Buonassisi and I have two jobs: #1 to 

keep them safe and #2 to keep them learning.  Both are sacred responsibilities.  To 

that end, we have made a number of changes in our security procedures and the 

changes will continue to happen.  As far as safety is concerned, we are never done!  

This year, we have a new “Raptor” identification system, which unfortunately means 

that everyone must bring in their ID and be scanned again, a minor inconvenience 

but a necessary one.  We are also going to have to restrict the number of 

volunteers who come in to the classrooms for our two parties, Halloween and 

Valentine’s Day, that allows us to track who is in our building at any given time.  

While many other schools have cancelled events, we continue to be committed to 

having parties and events like our annual Halloween parade, concerts, Veterans 

Day Assembly, Grandparents and Special Friends, etc., we just must rethink how to 

continue to have those while keeping them as safe as possible.  We know that you 

trust us to make those decisions and we thank you and appreciate your support.   

 For today, the weather at Crofton Woods is warm and sunny, the doors are 

secure, the teachers are teaching, your kids are learning. Today is a “good day”!   

 Mrs. Birus 

https://www.aacps.org/Page/887
https://www.safeandsoundschools.org/team/


 

October 1st - 31st 

Harvest for the Hungry  Kids 

Helping Kids Campaign  

 

October 4 

Kindergarten Field Trip 

 

October 7 

PTA Meeting 7pm 

 

October 8 

2 hr. early dismissal 

Professional Development  

 

October 9 

School Closed - Yom Kippur 

 

October 10 

3/H, 3/F & 3/K - Field Trip 

 

October 11 

3/A, 3/S & 3/R - Field Trip 

Gr 4 - Field Trip 

 

October 14 

Ice Cream Social 6pm 

 

October 15 

Ledo Pizza Night 

 

October 15 & 16 

School closed for students  

parent/teacher conferences 

 

October 23 

Unity Day 

 

October 31 

Halloween 

 

 

 

AACPS Calendar  

 

 

 

 

Parent-Teacher Conference time is approaching quickly.  Here are some helpful tips to think about 
when attending your conference.   

The purpose of a Parent-Teacher Conference is to: 

get to know your child’s teacher or teachers. 

learn about the school and the curriculum.   

discuss your child’s strengths and weaknesses. 

work with the school in setting goals and plans for your child. 

learn from you what the school can do to improve your child’s success. 

learn ways you can support your child at home. 

Communicate you concerns to the teacher. 

Before the Conference 

Talk to your child about his/her classroom experiences.  

Brainstorm your child’s strengths and weaknesses. 

Go into the conference with a cooperative attitude. 

During the Conference 

Bring your list of concerns and questions to discuss with the teacher. 

Listen intently to the information the teacher shares with you. 

If needed, set up a plan for future communication with the teacher. 

After the Conference 

Discuss with your child the outcomes of the conference. 

Discuss your expectations of schoolwork and academic achievement with your child.  

Express your love, support and willingness to work with your child to achieve academic and 
personal goals. 

If needed, put a plan in place for improvement and follow up with the teacher regularly. 

Continue communication with school.  

Counselor’s Corner    
Mrs. Angie Martin, ammartin2@aacps.org  

Ms. Mary Kate Miller, mkmiller2@aacps.org 

Busses are Running!  

As the school year gets settled in, our school busses are 

running smoothly and safely.  Statistics prove that riding a 

school bus to school is the absolute safest way for your child to 

get to school.   Riding the bus is also the most efficient way to 

get your child in the door and ready on time.  If you live within 

the parameters of a bus route, please use that service.  It’s a 

privilege that is an example of your 

tax dollars at work.  Don’t sweat the 

traffic in the morning… put your 

child on the bus and we will take it 

from there!  

https://www.aacps.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=10775&dataid=27782&FileName=1920calendar.pdf


Absence Notes 

Please make sure that 

all absence notes 

include: 

 Student’s Legal 
Name 

 Homeroom 
Teacher’s Name 

Date and Reason 
for Absence. 

 

No Dogs  

On School Property 

We love our dogs but they are not permitted on school property as per BOE policy!  

   DO NOT BRING DOGS ONTO SCHOOL PROPERTY! 

Although a dog may be loving and friendly to its owners and family 

members, it can easily turn against strangers and is a liability issue for 

you, as well as a “clean up” issue too.  Pets can remain in the car with 

adult supervision. 

Thank you for you cooperation!  Woof!  

Crofton Woods Elementary School is equipped with a video camera system. It covers selected interior and exterior 

public portions of the building and grounds. It is NOT monitored constantly, but it is monitored during emergency 

situations. During certain events, when the safety or security of students may be in question, authorized personnel 

from local, state, or federal police or fire emergency units may be given access to view images projected on the 

camera system. If you have any questions about the system, you should call the Supervisor of School Security at 

410-222-5083. 

 

 

PowerSchool Parent Portal is a powerful, easy-to-use, secure communication tool connecting 
parents/guardians and schools. Using the PowerSchool student information system, the Parent 
Portal allows collaboration to improve student achievement. Online access to grades, attendance, 
and assignments makes it easier for parents to monitor, identify, and accelerate students in 
grades 1 through 12 progress in real time. 

PowerSchool Parent Portal will allow parents/guardians with more than one child to access all 

their children at one time with one user name and password. Parents are highly encouraged to 

keep log-in information private.  

Bike Riders 

Only 4th and 5th graders are allowed 

the privilege of riding bikes to school.  

 WALK your bike on school property and across the 

street at cross walks. 

 All bike riders must wear 

helmets 

https://powerschool.aacps.org/public/home.html


Breakfast/Lunch prices 

Breakfast  $1.50 

Lunch     $2.75 

Milk       .55 

Have you considered MyPaymentsPlus™ for your child’s lunch account? 

Even if you don’t make payments online, all parents are encouraged to create a MyPaymentsPlus™ 

account in order to: 

• View cafeteria balances anytime, from anywhere 

• See what your child is purchasing in the cafeteria 

• Set up alerts so you know when the balance is low 

• Make payments to your child’s cafeteria account, online or with the MyPaymentsPlus™ mobile app 

• Visit www.mypaymentsplus.com     Signing up is FREE and easy! 

Lunch Schedule 

K  10:50-11:15 

1
st 

 11:20-11:45 

2
nd

  11:50-12:15 

3
rd

  12:20-12:45 

4
th 

 12:50-1:15 

5
th
    1:20-1:45 

 On Tuesday, October 1, 2019, your child will bring home a Federal Impact Aid Survey form. Please assist us by 

filling out the information requested on the form and return it to your child’s school. 

The U.S. Department of Education allows a multiple child form. AACPS has designed a form that will allow two 

children’s names for your convenience. Should you have more than two children, please utilize a second form that 

you can either obtain from the school or download from the AACPS website at www.aacps.org. Also, please note that 

the complete address of the Parent/Guardian’s Employer if they work on Federal Property, the complete 

address of the Federal Property on which they work, and each survey form must be signed and dated by the 

Parent/Guardian. The Federal Impact Aid Survey form for 2019-2020 will be available to download on October 1, 

2019. We will also be using our Connect-Ed Automated Telephone Notification System to remind everyone about the 

significance of completing and returning this survey. The school system receives approximately $2 million in funding 

from the Federal government in support of our children after the forms are processed.  

Thank you in advance for your support and assistance. Should you have any questions regarding this information, 

please call Angie Smack in the Finance Office at 410-222-5200.  

https://www2.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
https://www.aacps.org/aacps


Dismissal 

Be sure your child knows 

what they are to do at 

dismissal.  

Keep the transportation 

plan consistent. Children 

thrive on routine, keeping 

the routine as consistent 

as possible is best for 

your child.  

 

If your child’s regular 

transportation changes, 

please send a note to the 

classroom teacher.  

Arrival  

Doors open each 

morning at 

8:50am. There is no 

supervision outside prior to 

this time. 

 Morning announcements 

start at 9:05am, students 

are expected to be in their 

seats at that time.  

If a student arrives late, 

the parent or guardian 

must bring the student to 

the office to sign them in 

and get a late pass.  

Volunteer Information 

 

We love volunteers! AACPS is 
committed to providing safe 

and secure learning 
environments for all students 

and employees.  All volunteers 
must view the Sexual 

Harassment and Child Abuse 
Video, found HERE Send your 
verification form to the office 

when complete. 

In addition, volunteers must 
have either a Background 
Check or Fingerprinting. 

Visit HERE for more details. 
Once Fingerprinted bring your 
card to the office to be copied. 

While volunteering at school, 
remember that all information 

that you observe during school 
is confidential. This includes 
information about students, 

teachers, and school. 

There is so much 

happening at Crofton 

Woods...wouldn’t you like 

to be part of the 

excitement?  

Visit the PTA website to 
get involved.  

CWESPTA 

 

CWES is using an updated 

program for signing in all 

visitors and volunteers.  

Please allow for extra time 

and remember to bring your 

license whenever on school 

property.    

  

Holiday Assistance 

Many families have difficult 

economic times from time to 

time.  Don’t worry - there is 

help available for Thanksgiving 

and/or for the holiday season! 

Numerous organizations in our 

community have offered to 

assist families with food and/or 

gift donations.   

If you are in need of assistance 

please contact Mrs. Martin, the 

school counselor, at (410) 222-

5805 or email her at 

ammartin2@aacps.org.  This 

information is kept confidential.   

Happy 

Holidays soon 

to come! 

 

https://md02215556.schoolwires.net/Page/2460
https://www.aacps.org/Page/2179
https://www.cwespta.net/


Please call the office if your child will be absent 

or late to school. We have two office phone 

numbers.       

410-222-5805 or  410-721-1054 

A message from the School Nurse 

Guidelines for Keeping Students Home from School  

Children are in close contact with one another at school. If parents keep their children home at the first 
signs of illness, it will help us prevent the spread of that illness to other children in the classroom. The 
following are some guidelines to help you decide when to keep your ill child home from school.  

These are the guidelines and symptoms we look for at school to determine when to send children home 
from school.  

-Nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea  

-Earache, ear drainage  

-Sore throat  

-Persistent cough  

-Runny nose if the discharge is yellow or green 

-Temperature of 100F or higher. Student must be fever free without medication before the child returns 
to school.  

-Headache or stomach ache in combination with other symptoms (i.e., cough or sore throat)  

-Unidentified rash or Communicable skin rash. Child may return to school following proper treatment.  

-Pinkeye (conjunctivitis) in one or both eyes. The whites of the eyes will appear pink or red, and feel 
painful and itchy. There may be yellow, green or white matter in or around the eye or lashes. 

If you have any questions or concerns please contact the health room at 410-721-5370 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 4 

PTA Meeting 7pm 

 

November 7 & 8 

2 hr early dismissal - end of first 

marking period 

 

November 11– 15 

American Education Week  

 

November 12 

Picture retakes  

 

November 15 

PTA Movie Night 6:30pm 

 

November 20 

Report Card distribution 

 

November 27-29 

School Closed - Happy Thanksgiving 



Kids Helping Kids  
Harvest for the Hungry 2019 

Together, Let’s  
Strike Out Hunger! 

 
Crofton Woods Elementary School is participating in the Kids Helping Kids 

Campaign sponsored by the Anne Arundel County Food Bank.  Over 33,000 people 
in our county are living below the poverty level. All the items collected will go 
toward helping these residents of Anne Arundel county families in need.  CWES was 
#3 in the county for pounds of food donated and #10 in the county for money 
donated and #6 overall during the 2018 campaign.  Let’s stay in the Top 5 again 
this year! 
 
What does the food bank need? 
 

• Canned meats (tuna, chicken) 

• Peanut butter  & Jam/jelly (in plastic containers) 

• Beans 

• Canned soups and stews 

• Baby products (diapers, formula) 

• Breakfast cereals/ oatmeal 

• Pasta and noodles 

• Fruit (in individual serving containers) 

• Monetary donations (each $1 donated buys 8 lbs. of food) 
 
*Food  items with pull tabs and pop tops are needed.  
The food drive will run from October 1st – 31st.   
 
    Bring your donations to school.  There will be grocery carts set out by each grade 
level.  Let’s see which grade can bring in the most!  Check out the back for the daily 
specials.  Any item may be sent on any day! 



Kids Helping Kids – Harvest for the Hungry Food Drive Daily 

Specials October Calendar 

 

Monday 
We’re Better 

Together Tuesday 
Wednesday Thursday Friday 

30    
 

School is closed 

1   Peanut Butter and 
Jelly (plastic jars 

please) 

2  Wegetable 

Wednesday 
Canned 
vegetables 

3 Pasta Thursday 
Cans or boxes of pasta of 

any shape or size! 

4 Frosted 
Flake Friday 
Any cereal 
hot or cold 

7 

Money Monday 
$1 = 8 
pounds of 
food 

8 Soup and Crackers 9 What’s Cookin’ 
Wednesday 
 Plastic bottles of 
vegetable or olive 
oil, and spices 

10    Cool Beans  

          Thursday 
Cans of beans or 
packages of dried beans.

 

11 Fruity Friday – 

cans or cups 
of packaged 
fruit 

14  Meaty Monday 

Cans of 
meat 
(ham, 
tuna, or 
chicken) 
 

15 Parent -Teacher            
          Conferences 

No School for students 
Parents can still bring 

donations : ) 

16  Parent -Teacher            
          Conferences 

No School for students 
Parents can still bring 

donations : ) 

17      Toddler 

Thursday 

Bring in 
formula, baby 
food, diapers, etc. 

18  Healthy Snack 
Friday Granola bars, 

packs of raisins, nuts, etc. 

21  Milk Monday 
Boxes of dry 
milk or shelf-
stable 
cartons 
 

22    Mac and Cheese 23 Cream of 

Wheat 

Wednesday 

Healthy cereals, 
hot or cold 

24 Thirsty 

Thursday 

100% juice 

boxes and 

bottles 

 

25 Fishy Friday      – 

cans of 
tuna or 
salmon 



First in Math News 
So far this year, Crofton Woods 2-5 graders have solved over 200,000 problems on 

the First in Math website.  First in Math is a web-based program provided to every AACPS 

student in grades 2-5.  It includes a variety of components designed to improve fact 

fluency. 

First in Math is a proven and successful way for students to deeply practice and 

master mathematics.  This unique program presents math content from addition to 

complex algebra in an individualized "game" format.  Students will be using the program in 

school as a part of the mathematics curriculum.  In addition, students are encouraged to 

use the First in Math program at home or outside of school in order to greatly increase 

math skills as well as academic confidence and success. Each student has their own log 

in and password.  See the next page for details. 

Someone else in the family looking for a way to improve their math fluency?  Look 

on the next page to see how to qualify for a free family log-in. 

 

 



 

 

Your child can log into First in Math with their individual FIM user name 

and password provided by their teacher – firstinmath.com 

Students can also reach their personalized first in math page from the 

aacps ClassLink page –   https://my.classlink.com/aacps 

User name:  student 6-digit ID 

Passswork:  same as AACPS computer password 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Get the Box Tops for Education app.  
2. Look for the Box Tops logo on participating products. 
3. Snap a photo of your receipt using the Scan button from the app within 14 days of 

purchase. 
 
Box Tops earnings are identified and automatically credited to Crofton Woods. 
 
Traditional Box Tops clips are being phased out of production but may continue to be found 
on many products throughout the store as packages transition to the new Box Tops labels. 
You can still clip these and send them to school. Please make sure each clip has a valid 
expiration date. For ease of counting, please send all Box Tops in Ziploc bags.  



 



 




